CHAPTER XXI

SIR   MARTIN   TAKES   A   WIFE,
AND GOES  ON HIS LAST VOYAGE

N THE summer of 1591', being at that
time fifty two or three years old, and
having spent forty of those years at
sea, Sir Martin took horse and rode
down into Yorkshire with his nephew
and heir, young Martin, to enjoy a
little well-earned leisure. He had
plenty of money, for almost the first
time in his life. He was "in reasonable good favour"
at court, which in a changing and censorious world is
good enough. And he had the entree of all the best
people in that far riding where he was born. It was
natural enough for a man in such circumstances to get
married. For the second time Martin married a
wealthy widow- And "Young Martin," who seems to
have been a pretty smart lad either at looting a galleon
or getting a wife, married the widow's daughter. Dame
Dorothy Widmerpoole was the widow of Sir William
Widmerpoole, and the daughter of Lord Wentworth,
whose descendant in the next century became famous
and infamous as Earl of Strafford. Her children were
grown up, and it is probable that her dowry had been
ample. We have seen at the outset of this history
that the Frobishers possessed "the art of marrying
well." It is here exemplified with striking force. Young
Martin seemed to have the family faculty.
In November of the same year Sir Martin acquired